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trict of Ajmer, and on every other side by the Udaipur State, except in the north-east corner, where its border touches that of Kishangarh. A small detached tract lies about 5 miles to the west of its southwestern boundary. The country is for the most part flat, open, and treeless, and contains much pasture-land. In the north are two small rivers, the Khari and the Mansi, which flow from west to east, unite near Phulia, and eventually join the Banas river north of Deoli.
The northern portion of Shahpura is covered by the alluvium of these rivers, A few isolated rocky hills are to be found, formed of the schists of the Aravalli system, while in the south a large area is covered by the same rocks, traversed by numerous dikes and veins of granite.
The annual rainfall averages about 26 inches, and has varied from over 44 inches in 1892 to about 10 in 1895.
The Shahpura family belongs to the Sesodia clan of Rajputs, being descended from Amar Singh I, Rana of Mewar about the end of the sixteenth century, through his son Suraj Mai. The chiefship of Shahpura came into existence about 1629, when Suraj Mai's son, Sujan Singh, received from the emperor Shah Jahan, as a reward for gallant services, a grant of the pargana of Phulia out of the crown lands of Ajmer, on condition of performing service with 50 horsemen. Sujan Singh at once changed the name of this district to Shahpura, after his benefactor, and founded the town of the same name; he was thus the first chief of Shahpura, He was killed in 1658 at Fatehabad near Ujjain, when fighting on the side of Dara against Aurangzeb. His grandson, Bharat Singh, was the third chief, and received from the emperor Aurangzeb the title of Raja. The next chief was Umed Singh, who was killed at Ujjain in 1768, when fighting for Rana Ari Singh of Mewar against Mahadji Sindhia. The seventh chief, Amar Singh (1796-1827), is said to have received from the Maharana of Mewar the title of Raja Dhiraj, which is accorded to his successors to this day. The eleventh and present chief is Raja Dhiraj Nahar Singh, who succeeded by adoption in 1870, received full powers in 1876, and was made a K.C.I.E. in 1903. Under the sanad of June 27, 1848, the chiefship pays to the British Government a tribute of Rs. 10,000, subject to the proviso that, if the customs duties levied in Ajmer District be abolished, the chief shall, if the Government so wish, also cease to collect such duties, and in such a case the tribute shall be reduced to Rs. 2,000 a year. The chief has received the right of adoption. In addition to holding Shahpura directly by grant from the British Government, the Raja Dhiraj possesses the estate of KACHHOLA in Udaipur, for which he pays tribute and does formal service as a great noble of that State.
The number of towns and villages in Shahpura is 133, and the popu-